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Courtesy of Arthur Charles.

The ceremony of crossing the line is probably one of the oldest Maritime ceremonies
changing little since the 18" Century. Ships of many countries would give some kind of
offering to the sea and this tradition carries onint o d anawes.

0 Cr o stteiLn gcerédmonies happen when a ship crosses the Equator. All members of the
crew regardless of age or rank who have not 6 Cr o she & d rbefd@e must take part in

the initiation ritual .

Having 6 Cr o she ¢ d na# the crew would be issued with a certificate . Sailors used to
make these certificates onboard and often their quality reflects the available resources
of the ship. Some certificates are incredibly intricate works of art where others were

small tokens of the day.

Otherr orderss include:

Order of the when a ship crosses the Arctic Circle.
Order of the REDNOSE when a ship crosses the Antarctic .




CROSSING THE LINE



P. J. Squibb
on the 18 ™ December 1965
whilst serving on board
H.M.S. ARK ROYAL

did cross the line.




Arthur Charles
on the 22 nd July 1969
whilst serving on board

H.M.S. ALBION

did cross the line.

Bear witness that
of Ber AMajesty's Ship Albion b on
this_ dap of 19 (ross
the Line at Long and that the
aforesaid having observed the proper rites
of ceremony, was baptised at the hand of His
Most Sracions Majesty Ring Neptune, who
actording  to the Faw of the Digh Seas,
pronounced bhim a Son of Neptune thereby
permitting him to ross the Line at anp future
date unmolested by anp creature of the Deep.
Certified this dap abobe written and given
under our hands and seal.
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did cross the line.
b.aS. Cagle

A Proclamation

. B o
O all marmers and lobbers alike wheeever 1in <
mus be, be i Apown by thes 1o prociimatio .

.
that his Coracsomn Majesry KING NEPTEND r_j' .

ruler of the Seven Seus and Six Occans and all under
witer terraims, did after all dae consideration, admif fo
Mis realms om L’t r&'l' sqll}k‘b .
who os the \F‘glltl‘l day of J““\k" did
sall acrons Latitude 0 WrL

In committing ths offence the aforementioned
mariner did undergo the pesalties baid down, and Jasing
Ihe same 1o the satisfaction of his Majesty and his court,

did then pay hamage snd become o hmmble sersant 1o bis
Majesty frum that time om,

Sigard\

ad for HM. King Neptune
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