
 
• The ceremony of crossing the line is probably one of the oldest Maritime ceremonies 

changing little since the 18th Century. Ships of many countries would give some kind of 
offering to the sea and this tradition carries on in today’s navies.  
 

• ‘Crossing the Line’ ceremonies happen when a ship crosses the Equator. All members of the 
crew regardless of age or rank who have not ‘Crossed the Line’ before must take part in  

 the initiation ritual.  
 

• Having ‘Crossed the Line’ all the crew would be issued with a certificate. Sailors used to 
make these certificates onboard and often their quality reflects the available resources 
of the ship. Some certificates are incredibly intricate works of art where others  were  

 small tokens of the day.  
 

• Other orders include: 
  
• Order of the BLUENOSE when a ship crosses the Arctic Circle.   
• Order of the  REDNOSE  when a ship crosses the Antarctic. 
 
 

 
 

Courtesy of Arthur Charles.   





P. J. Squibb 
 

on the 18th December 1965  
 

whilst serving on board 
  

H.M.S. ARK ROYAL 
 

did cross the line. 



Arthur Charles 
 

on the 22nd July 1969 
 

whilst serving on board  
  

H.M.S. ALBION 
 

did cross the line. 



Peter Squibb 
 

on the 8th June 1971  
 

whilst serving on board 
  

H.M.S. EAGLE 
 

did cross the line. 





A.W. Charles  
on the 17th January 1970  
whilst serving on board 

H.M.S. HERMES  
did cross the  

Arctic Circle.  
 

Latitude 66º 33’and in 
Longitude 10º 44.5’ E. 



 

P. J. Squibb   
on the 9th April 1970  
whilst serving on board 

H.M.S. HECLA  
did cross the  

Arctic Circle.  
 

Latitude 66º 33’and in 
Longitude 02º 10’ E. 





Lt Cdr Dai Roberts 
 

on the 6th January 1988  
 

whilst serving on board  
  

H.M.S. Endurance  
did cross the 

Antarctic Circle. 



Certificates provided by A. Charles, D. Roberts and P. Squibb. 
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